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Karibbean View Full Disclosure  
“A Caribbean couple that knows no bounds when it 

comes to playing mas on de road” 

Each year on Memorial weekend we celebrate the richness of our culture by playing mas on de road for Or-

lando Carnival and this husband and wife team (Karma & Shiva) has been doing it for many years here and 

worldwide. KUOMagazine has known this couple for many years from feting, cultural events to playing mas 

on the road. We wanted to get up and close with this dynamic dual on the claimed Queen of the road!  

KUOM/BKF: Tell me about who is Karma & Shiva Siewharack and 
you’re upbringing in the Caribbean culture. How did you both met and 
now living here in Orlando and also New York? 
Backyard Mas: My name is Karma Siewharack and I am of    
Guyanese descent and lived in New York City most of my life. I am 

Shiva Siewharack and I was born and raised in Trinidad & Tobago and 
we are a happily married Caribbean couple of 14 years now. We had a 
vacation home in Florida since 2005 and decided to move to Orlando 
in September 2013. We’ve both had a significant presence in the     
Orlando Carnival scene since 2008. 

KUOM/BKF: Explain the name "Backyard Mas" to those who may be unfamiliar. 
Backyard Mas: We made history of being the fir st major  Mas Camp or iginating in Queens, N.Y. Our 
mission is to spread the culture of Carnival worldwide to Caribbean and other various communities. This     
entails peace, love and unity that is portrayed in the form of music and mas. These are the elements for the 
foundation of the true Carnival experience! 
 
KUOM/BKF: Tell our readers how Backyard Mas came into existence. 
Backyard Mas: We were involved in Mas bands with fr iends in Brooklyn until one year  we decided to 
do our own band as per testimonials of our friends and supporters. 

KUOM/BKF: Tell our readers how Backyard Mas came into exist-
ence. 
Backyard Mas: We were involved in Mas bands with fr iends in 
Brooklyn until one year we decided to do our own band as per    
testimonials of our friends and supporters. 
 
KUOM/BKF: What's the best and worst things about the process 
of being a band leader? 
Backyard Mas: The feeling of winning Band of the Year  is    
absolutely rewarding first of all.  In the early stages of preparation 
we really have to put all of our energy into creating the best experi-
ence for our masqueraders in which most of the cases, they are first
-timers. Some of the bad things that happen is having unsatisfied 
customers, but sometimes their lack of experience and knowledge 
of the culture and mas is the reason that they feel unhappy. This is 

all always a challenge for us. 
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KUOM/BKF: Who’s the costume designer? 
Backyard Mas:  We both design our  costumes initially.  
Then, we have people on our team that helps with tweaking 
them and getting them ready for production. Sometimes, we 
call upon well renowned designers in the business with 
whom we have a very strong friendship in case there is a 
need for help. 
KUOM/BKF: Karma, where do you draw inspiration for  
your costumes? 
Karma: I draw inspiration from everyday life and any-
thing around me that catches my eye. Sometimes, we get    
together with our kids and friends to create themes and     
ideas. 
 
KUOM/BKF: What goes into designing a costume each 
year? 
Backyard Mas:  There are countless hours that go into a 
new design. For example, this year our theme “Once  Upon 
A Time” was created by our two kids, Jason and Jessica. We 
wanted to fuse Disney which is said to be the happiest place 
on Earth with Carnival which is the greatest show on Earth. 
 
KUOM/BKF: Does Backyard Mas play mas anywhere else? 
Backyard Mas: Yes, we also do Carnival Labor  Day 
weekend in Brooklyn, NYC, Miami Carnival, Tampa, St. 
Pete’s, also next year we will be taking the challenge of Los 
Angeles, South Carolina and Cayman Islands. 
 
KUOM/BKF: Does Backyard Mas play mas anywhere else? 
Backyard Mas: Yes, we also do Carnival Labor  Day 
weekend in Brooklyn, NYC, Miami Carnival, Tampa, St. 
Pete’s, also next year we will be taking the challenge of Los 
Angeles, South Carolina and Cayman Islands.  
 
KUOM/BKF: If one was looking for a band to play mas 
with for Orlando Carnival, why should they choose to play 
mas with Backyard Mas as opposed to another band? 
Shiva: They should choose us because customer  service is 
our first priority. The numerous positive testimonials that we 
receive after each Carnival is what fuels us to keep going.  
 
KUOM/BKF: In your experience, how would you rate    
Orlando Carnival as compared to others? 
Backyard Mas:  Orlando Carnival has a lot of potential 
to be one of the greater Carnivals.  We saw this potential 
long time ago and that’s why we have invested seven years 
into Orlando Carnival. We heard that it used to be great a 
long time ago and our mission to make it happen again.  All 
we need is hard working, positive individuals to steer us in 
the right   direction. 

KUOM/BKF: What changes would you like 
to see take place with Orlando Carnival 2016? 
Backyard Mas:  I would like to see everyone 
in Orlando, including the OCCA and business 
owners, put aside all differences and let’s all 
come together and make it prosper. We would 
like them to see our vision of how great it can 
be! 
 
KUOM/BKF: I know there has been some 
major issues within the Orlando Carnival    
Cultural Association (OCCA), can you share 
what changes you want to see within the asso-
ciation? 
Backyard Mas: As we stated before, we 
need positive individuals that is there for our 
culture and not the money.  Also, we need 
leaders with Carnival experience and not just 
look at it as a business perspective because if 
that’s the case, we will be stuck and keep    
going around in circles. 
 
KUOM/BKF: What are your thoughts on two 

Carnivals, two J’ouvert? 
Backyard Mas: Two Carnivals, just shows 
the greed that Carnival creates when money is 
made on a successful year and everyone wants 
piece of the pie. We made a statement at a   
pre-Carnival meeting in November and stated 
that they should work with each other, but 
egos get in the way and the public hurts by  
being confused as to what’s going on. As for 
two J’ouvert, they were different. One was a 
J’ouvert party and the other was a parade 
which involved a few bandleaders.   
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KUOM/BKF: If you both had to 
fix three (3) things with our cul-
ture here in Orlando, what would 
it be and why? 
Backyard Mas:  We would like 
to see positivity and support 
from everyone. A lot of people 
complain but are not doing any-
thing to fix it. We would like to 
let the people of Orlando know 
that we are not here to take over 
but to help Orlando and its     
culture grow as for we have seen 
Orlando from the outside looking 
in. This is the potential that we 
are talking about.  
 
KUOM/BKF: Shiva, how long 
have you been a DJ and is there 
anything else in entertainment or 
promotion you are doing? 
Shiva:  I have been a DJ since 
1997 in the early years when I 
left Trinidad and came to NYC.  
I took a break when I needed to 
focus on my family but always 
kept making mixtapes which are 
really popular today.  This kept 
the music alive and I recently 
started back to DJ in clubs, etc.  I 
also do minor music production 
and I am currently setting up my 
music studio in Orlando. I did 
numerous events in NYC and 
developed a lot of relationships 
in the music business with      
Artistes, DJs, Producers, etc.  
This also is an advantage in    
taking Backyard Mas ahead of 
the game.  
 
KUOM/BKF: Shiva, can you 

tell us what makes a good DJ? 

Shiva: A good DJ  is humble 
and respects the music. He pays 
attention to the event that he is 
playing for and plays for his 
crowd. There is a lot of diversity 
in music now compared to the 
days of records and cassettes but 

once he respects the music, he 

should be fine. There is a lot of  mu-
sic in the world today, a good DJ 
will be versatile in every genre.  
 
KUOM/BKF: Shiva, what venues 
are you playing so we can check you 
out? 
Backyard Mas:  There are a few 
upcoming events in Orlando, NYC 
and other cities coming out soon. I 
keep myself busy and try not to be 
stagnant at one place for this helps 
me see the different angles of this 
music business and what it requires.  
You can follow me on social       
networks and our website to keep 
informed.  Hope you can keep up! 
 
KUOM/BKF: Is Whoops Massive 
apart of Backyard Mas? And if so, 
how did it come about? 
Backyard Mas: Yes, Whoops 
Massive is a part of Backyard Mas.  
This came about a few years ago 
when we used to live in NYC,  
Smallie would represent our band at 
meetings and make decisions of our 
behalf. The alliance became stronger 
when we came together and started 
taking the band to another level and 
brought quality mas to Orlando.  
Our families have grown to know 
and love each other over the years.   
We will forever be thankful to the 

Whoops Massive family. 
 
KUOM/BKF: What is the craziest 
thing Backyard Mas thing either of 
you have ever done?  
Backyard Mas:  The craziest 
would be Kiddies Carnival this year. 
We made a decision at 10 pm at 
night to do it. By the next day 10 

pm we had 6 costumes designed, 
produced and a photoshoot done 
in 24 hours. It was a huge       
challenge and led us the winning 
Band of the Year in Kiddies    
Carnival along with 1st place 
Queen and 2nd place King. 
 
KUOM/BKF: I play mas         
because? 
Backyard Mas:  We play mas 
because we love the culture of it.  
It really gives you the freedom to 
enjoy yourself and surrender to 
Soca music which is very power-
ful especially growing up in the 
Caribbean.  There is no other feel-
ing like it.  
 
KUOM/BKF: When in costume 
(on the road, what's that feeling)? 
Backyard Mas:  It is a good feel-
ing. We love to host and entertain 
so when we see people enjoying 
themselves to something that we 
created, the feeling is even better. 
 
KUOM/BKF: What is your favor-
ite memory of Carnival and 
where? 
Backyard Mas:  Miami, and we 
remember when we use to follow 
bands and said one day we will 
have people following our band, 
and we accomplished that by far. 
 
KUOM/BKF: Advice to someone 
who wants to play mas or form a 
band? 
Backyard Mas:  We encourage 
everyone to play mas and to give 
it a chance even if you weren’t 
introduced to the culture from 
young.  If you are forming a band, 
do it for the culture and not the 
money. Stay positive and the   re-
wards will be great in the years to 
come. 
 
KUOM/BKF: Karma, can you 
share what would be your beauty 
tip on Carnival day? 
Karma:  Beauty tip will be to 
free up yourself and not worry 
about physical appearance.   
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There is just something about Carnival and mas on the road that makes people excited and want to forget all 
their troubles just for that moment.  For some of the self-conscious people, in most cases everyone else is so 
occupied on having fun that they don’t worry about physical imperfections. 
 
KUOM/BKF: What's the feeling that you've won best band on the road? 
Backyard Mas:   It’s a great feeling.  It is rewarding, especially when we know that we worked countless 
hours and sleepless nights to achieve our goals.   
 
KUOM/BKF: How does it feel to win first place as Queen Costume and first place for best mas’ band on the 
road for Orlando Carnival 2015? 
Backyard Mas:  It just makes it better  to win multiple pr izes.   Hard work pays off and this is proof that 
we set the right goals and make the right decisions. 
 
KUOM/BKF: Last question. What’s next for Backyard Mas and where do you see yourself in the next 5 
years? 
Backyard Mas:  Our next Carnival is Labor  Day in Brooklyn and Miami Carnival.  We will be making 
a debut in Los Angeles and South Carolina next year and in the next five years a private section in Trinidad 
and Toronto. 
 
KUOM/BKF: Any final words. And can you share your social media links, website so our readers can keep 
connected with you? 
Backyard Mas:  We would like to thank Between Kar ibbean Fr iends for  having us and to our  suppor t-
ers and masqueraders for believing in us. We hope to have successful Carnivals and would like everyone to go 
to our website www.backyardmas.com and keep up to date with our events and mas. Follow us on  Instagram 
@backyardpromotions and @backyard_mas_, Karma Siewharack and Shiva BackyardKutz Siewharack on 
Facebook: @BackyardMas on Twitter. You can also call us at 718-772-6328 or email:                               
backyardmas@gmail.com   
 
Stay safe and play mas! 
 
~ Written by A. Jax Senghor, De Mas Queens, KUOMagazine contributing writer 
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